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Gateway Trinity Lutheran Church is a vibrant,
serving, celebrating community! We are richly
blessed. Together our vision continues to grow.
God’s Spirit is at work shaping the ministry
of Gateway Trinity in exciting and challenging
ways. Over the last year, our leaders listened,
prayed and prepared a plan for remodeling and
expanding our current facility which will help
us exand our ministry and better share Christ’s
love with all people.
Now is the time to make a difference that
matters! Through our special effort called
Abundant Blessings – Abundant Giving –
Abundant Mission, we will provide more
adequate facilities to accommodate our
ministry growth. We need to provide a safe
and welcoming space to worship, share, teach
and serve as we welcome people into an active
relationship with Jesus Christ.
Our building needs to be updated, remodeled,
and expanded. Currently our maximum
capacity is 300 in our sanctuary due to fire
codes and space. Our worship attendance
has grown beyond that limit. In addition, our
current fellowship, kitchen, classroom, meeting
room, and office space is either at capacity
or doesn’t adequately meet our needs. We
continue to actively explore how to improve
those areas. Yet, all our plans point to adding
to our current facility in order to meet these
needs.
Rooted in a faithful past, stirred by prayers
and hopes of the past years, Gateway Trinity
Lutheran is now at the threshold of extending
our legacy of ‘grace.’ Abundant Blessings –
Abundant Giving – Abundant Mission will
bring the people of Gateway Trinity together in
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our vision for ministry. As Pastor Sean wrote
to the congregation in May 2017: “Imagine
the possibilities as we move forward
together, led by the Spirt of the Risen Christ.”

How much are we expected to give?

What is the financial goal of the
program?

In the weeks ahead, everyone will be invited
into prayer for Gateway Trinity Lutheran
Church and for this campaign effort. We will
gather in groups to learn, share and encourage
one another as we each prepare and plan our
gift for this ministry. We trust that God’s Spirit
will guide each of us in our gifting plans. Our
goal of $1.5 million is substantial and calls
for significant participation from everyone.
We do not ask for equal gifts, but we do invite
equal sacrifice by those who make Gateway
Trinity Lutheran their church home. During the
campaign you will receive information on how
best to plan your gift.

The financial goal of Abundant Blessing
– Abundant Giving – Abundant Mission
is twofold. Our leadership has set a goal
of $1.5 million for the campaign and
added a challenge goal of $2 million. Our
overall building and renovation costs
will approximate $4 million as currently
envisioned. We will fund this construction
through a blend of mortgage loan and capital
campaign pledges. Our goal is bold and
challenging just like the Gospel we proclaim!
We pray God will inspire and strengthen our
faith and ministry together in this vital work.

Will we be encouraged to make a
commitment?
Yes. Everyone will be asked to make a
commitment for the three-year giving phase
of this campaign. A stated plan for giving is
a proven excellent discipline for individuals
and congregations. Individuals are helped
to live up to their best intentions and
congregations can plan their life and mission
realistically and responsibly. Those who are
not accustomed to this practice are urged to
try it.

When will we be encouraged to make a
commitment?
At worship on Sunday, April 22 – Commitment Sunday at Gateway Trinity Lutheran
Church.

How much you give can only be answered by
you individually and as families.

Can people give appreciated stock or
other property?
Yes. For the proper procedure, talk to your
financial advisor. This is also a good time to
consider other ways to give from accumulated
assets as well as regular income. For example,
you might transfer all or part of a paid-up
insurance policy, give government bonds that
have reached maturity, or give from savings or
an IRA account. For persons 70 ½ designating
all or part of the Required Minimum
Distribution can be a creative way to provide
a larger gift at this time. Consider a sacrificial
gift for this special effort so that our vision of
a vital and welcoming witness to the Gospel
of Jesus Christ in the Fort Meyers community
will flourish. All gifts to this campaign are tax
deductible, in accord with IRS regulations.
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What other results can we expect from the
“Abundant Blessings – Abundant Giving –
Abundant Mission” campaign?
Working together on an important project like
this will continue to strengthen the people of
Gateway Trinity Lutheran Church, inspiring
unity and generosity. This campaign calls for
us to give “over and above” our regular giving
to the church. Through Abundant Blessings –
Abundant Giving – Abundant Mission, we can
expect that God’s Spirit will stir us up to even
greater things! Growth in financial stewardship
stimulates faith as well as expresses it.
This promises to be a time of personal and
congregational renewal. Pray that it may be so.

How is Gateway Trinity Lutheran going to
organize this campaign?
We have engaged the leadership of the
Mission Investment Fund of the ELCA – Capital
Campaign Services (CCS) to assist us in this
campaign. Rev. Philip Reitz, a pastor of the
ELCA and consultant with CCS, is working
with our campaign leadership team to prepare
the materials and various activities of this
campaign. Pastor Reitz will be with us over two
weekends during the campaign and in weekly
consultation with our leadership team.
If you have questions now, please contact
Norma Barr at nbarr1950@gmail.com.
Gateway Trinity Lutheran Church is a
congregation that embraces, encourages,
and loves all people as we are called,
equipped, empowered and sent to be Jesus’
hands and feet in our community and
throughout the world.

