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From Palms to Passion 

The movement of this day—from shouts of praise to words of denial and cries for 
crucifixion—mirrors the path of discipleship. The lives of Jesus’ followers hang in the 
balance between faithfulness and betrayal. For Peter, the act of denial is subtle and 
insidious. He claims not to know Jesus; he claims to have no place as his disciple. On 
the surface it is seemingly harmless. It happens, and then is over in a moment. In 
reality, the harm is deep and lasting. Subtle but harmful denial happens in a split 
second as disciples compromise faith for the sake of self-protection—as they’re too 
embarrassed to give thanks; as someone knows how to help but fails to do so because 
it’s inconvenient; as resources are hoarded. While Peter withholds everything for his 
own sake, Jesus, for the sake of others, withholds nothing. As disciples fail to claim 
their place with Jesus, Jesus’ embrace claims them. From the cross, Jesus offers mercy 
wide enough to claim even those who do not know what they do. 

OPENING MUSIC “King of Kings” 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ACCLAMATION 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

BLESSING OF THE PALMS 
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king 
by those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and 
those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so 
that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL  Luke 19: 28-40 

PROCESSION OF THE PALMS VIDEO 



 
MESSAGE   Pastor Sean Bunger 



 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus 
Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us 
to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

FIRST READING         Isaiah 50:4-9a    

RESPONSIVE READING Psalm 31: 9-16         (Read Responsively) 

Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; 
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 
For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 
I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my 
acquaintances; when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; I am as useless as a broken pot.  
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 
But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. I have said, “You are my God. 
My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies,  
and from those who persecute me. 
Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.” 

SECOND READING Philippians 2:5-11        

GOSPEL  Matthew 27: 11-54 

Silence for reflection follows the Passion reading. 



APOSTLES CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
       creator of heaven and earth. 
     I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit       
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
          He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
          was crucified, died, and was buried. 
          He descended into hell. 
          On the third day he rose again. 
          He ascended into heaven, 
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
          He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
     I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
          the forgiveness of sins, 
          the resurrection of the body, 
          and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,   
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 

We share a sign of peace with one another. 

            

       



OFFERING PRAYER  
Holy and generous host, you set a table where we feast as friends. Prepare us to 
witness to your goodness with every gift you have given us to share, that all people 
may know your peace through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
Amen. 

AGAPE MEAL  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,    
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;   
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;    
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the     
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
We thank you, living God, for the body and blood of your Son, which sustains us in the 
wilderness and the garden alike. As Christ has loved us in this feast, so send us to love 
Christ in our neighbors. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

BLESSING 
God, who fills the creation with abundance,  
Christ, who spreads his arms in forgiveness,  
Holy Spirit, who draws ever near to us, 
☩ bless you and bring you to life everlasting. 
Amen. 



SENDING HYMN    “Hosanna” 

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest; 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest; 

Lord, we lift up Your name. With hearts full of praise; 
Be exalted, O Lord my God, Hosanna in the highest. 

Glory, Glory, Glory to the King of Kings; 
Glory, Glory, Glory to the King of Kings; 

Lord, we lift up Your name. With hearts full of praise; 
Be exalted, O Lord my God, Hosanna in the highest 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the Good News. 
Thanks be to God.
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